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Panels Discuss Teacher, Witness Rights 


Almost 600 people attended the two afternoon ses- 
sions at the NYCLU’s second annual luncheon and con- 
ference on February 6 at the Henry Hudson Hotel to 
hear the panel groups discuss topics of current interest. 

Earlier a gathering of 225 persons at the luncheon 
heard Herblock, editorial cartoonist for the Washing- 
ton Post, discuss what is now known in Washington 
circles as “The Numbers Game,” a phrase relating 
to dismissal of government employees for so-called 
“security” reasons. 


“This began four years ago,” said Herblock, “when a 
certain Senator stood up and declared that he held in 
his hand the names of 205—or 181—or maybe 57— 
men who were in, or were not in, the State Department, 
who were or were not Communists or Communist sym- 
pathizers, or something.” Later, he continued, “. . . the 
number jumped to 2,200 (a good, round number be- 
cause it was so well padded)... .” 


In one of two panel discussions following the lunch- 
eon, four leading educators considered the question, 
“Who Shall Determine the Fitness of a Teacher and 
How?” Participating in the panel were President Harold 
Taylor of Sarah Lawrence College; President John J. 
Theobald of Queens College; Professor Clark Byse of 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School; and Pro- 
fessor Howard Mumford Jones of Harvard University. 
The session was chaired by Professor Charles Siepmann 
of New York University. 

Agreeing that the schools themselves should deter- 
mine whether or not a teacher is fulfilling the responsi- 
bilities of the profession through a faculty committee, 
the panelists also decried the effect of current investi- 
gations, citing front-page publicity and the inability 
of teachers to defend themselves against specific charges. 
None felt that legislative investigations would uncover 

(continued on page 2) 





PANEL SESSIONS AT NYCLU’s February 6 luncheon and conference. Left (rights of teachers): Clark Byse, Harold 
Taylor, Charles Siepmann and John J. Theobald. Not shown is Howard Mumford Jones. Right (constitutional protec- 
tions): Kenneth W. Greenawalt, Telford Taylor, Dorothy Kenyon, Ralph S. Brown, Jr. and C. Dickerman Williams. 


Luncheon speaker was editorial cartoonist Herblock. 


Photo credits: Ralph L. Smith 
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Panels Discuss 


(continued from page 1) 


any significant amount of “subversion” in the colleges 
and universities. 

Professor Byse presented an analysis of the Fifth 
Amendment as it applies to teachers. 

Judge Dorothy Kenyon presided at the panel session 
discussing the extent to which the First and Fifth 
Amendments limit the power of Congressional investi- 
gating committees, Panelists were Professor Ralph S. 
Brown of Yale Law School; and attorneys Kenneth 
W. Greenawalt, Telford Taylor and C. Dickerman 
Williams. 

Frequently, according to Mr. Taylor, the Fifth 
Amendment has been invoked through confusion about 
the legal doctrine of waiver and fear that if he answers 
any question a person may be held to have waived the 
privilege and may, therefore, be required to answer all 
questions. As a consequence, Taylor felt, a witness may 
claim the Amendment on questions which he might 
otherwise have been willing to answer. 

Mr. Taylor pointed: also to misuse of the privilege 
when it is invoked to avoid “discomfort” of testifying 
or the necessity of naming people. Such motives, he 
said, while perhaps partially attributable to the legis- 
lative process which seeks to identify individuals, never- 
theless are not concerned with the protection against 
self-incrimination, which is. the only legitimate reason 
for invoking the Fifth Amendment. 

_ Mr. Williams’ remarks were concerned with current 
immunity bills pending before the Congress. Such legis- 
lation provides that under certain circumstances wit- 
messes called to testify before legislative committees 
are given immunity against criminal prosecution on the 
basis of their testimony, and therefore cannot’ invoke 
the privilege against self-incrimination. Proponents of 
immunity bills, Williams pointed out, claim that they 
are necessary to obtain evidence for conviction in con- 
spiratorial cases, while critics state that the proposed 
Federal legislation would not protect a witness against 
prosecution under state laws, and that it is not known 
whether any such statute could so protect the witness. 

Mr. Greenawalt and Professor Brown spoke on phases 
of the First and Fifth Amendments respectively. 





NYCLU NOMINATIONS 


The by-laws of the New York Civil Liberties 
Union, Inc., provide that one-third of its 30- 
member Board of Directors shall be elected an- 
nually by the general membership. The office will 
be pleased to submit to the Nominating Committee 
for its consideration members’ suggestions of per- 
sons who have publicly demonstrated their concern 
for and adherence to civil liberties for all. 


Suggestions—listing name, address and occupa- 
tion—must be received by April 15 and should 
be addressed to the NYCLU, 170 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10. 











NYCLU Considers 
State Legislation 


By Victor S. GETTNER 
Chairman, NYCLU Legislative Committee 


’ During sessions of the State Legislature, the NYCLU 
considers many bills dealing with due process, dis- 
crimination, subversion, civil service, etc. Listed below 


are several of the current bills on which the Board has | 


acted: 


AI 1525—CIOFFI; 
Al 1042—LaF AUCI: 


Prohibits admission of evidence di- 
rectly or indirectly obtained by unlaw- 
ful searches and seizures. An officer ot 
official who violates the right to be free from unreasonable 
search or seizure is guilty of a misdemeanor and forfeits his 
office. Supported. 


A1932—NOONAN: Deprives any educational institution of | 


its exemption from taxation if it retains 


on its faculty a person who shall have invoked the protection 


of the Fifth Amendment. Opposed. 


Al 1529—CIOFFI; discrimination in housing and recom- 
mend legislation in 1955. Supported. 
(Such commission reports have, for many years, been the basis 


for the passage of legislation.) 


$1 1702—LANZILLOTTI; Requires that occupants of public 
AI 1894—PRELLA: housing certify that they are not 

members of an organization ad- 
vocating the overthrow of the government of the United States. 
Opposed. 


SI 1544—PERICONI: Extends the State Civil Service Loyalty 

Law for another year and permits the 
State Civil Service Commission, in lieu of notice, inquiry and 
hearing on whether an organization is subversive, to ola such 
a designation made by the U.S. Attorney General or the State 
Board of Regents, if the latter gave the organization notice and 
an opportunity to answer. Opposed. 
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WHY | AM NOT AFRAID 


By Charles Siepmann 


Chairman of the Communications Department and Pro- 
fessor of Education at New Y ork Unwersity, Dr. Siepmann 
formerly worked with the O.W.1. and the F.C.C. and 
taught at Harvard University. Previous to coming to the 
United States in 1937, he worked for 12 years with the 
British Broadcasting System. He is a member of the Board 
of Directors of the NYCLU. 


Photograph by Erich Hartmann 





I am not afraid because I know what true fear is—and what 
it comes from. True fear is natural. It is the apprehension of 
an undesired but imminent reality. (All of us who have faced 
death in war have felt it.) False fear—the dread of a remote 
or illusory contingency—is unnatural. It is unmanly, too, un- 
worthy as it is self-induced, hysterical in the degree to which 


| it is unwarranted. In this light, let us examine the anatomy 
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low 


has | 


di- 
law- 
r or 
able 

his | 


of present fear over the “communist menace.” 

To begin with, it is childish to be frightened by a phrase. 
Yet millions of us, nowadays, are trigger happy over words. 
The “communist menace” is nothing more than words—until 
we have dissected what it means. 


Legitimate Objects of Fear 


Fear of the men. in the Kremlin is natural. They represent 
“an undesired but ever imminent reality.” Fear of the Soviet 
armed forces is natural, as is fear of Russian agents, spies and 
saboteurs. All these, as threats, are palpable realities. But for 


| our own relative peace of mind, as obviously for sheer efficiency, 
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| we have delegated the main, direct responsibility for dealing 


with these legitimate objects of our fear, for vigilant, practical 
day to day concern with them, to an elected President, a Con- 
gress, to our afmed forces and the F.B.I. True, these men, 
these agencies cannot absolve us wholly from fear. But they 


| constitute our shield, and the measure of our own freedom 


from fear. 
Fear of the Communist Party in America (as a component 
of the “menace”) is something else again. To me it appears 


unworthy, unmanly, and progressively ridiculous—once we 
apply to it the yardstick of appropriate fear in such a reference. 
There are two counts on which you have to reckon with an 
enemy—his numerical and his moral strength. Let us so reckon 
in this case. 


Odds Favor Democracy 


According to Dr. Bella Dodd (one of those reformed peni- 
tents to whose veracity and ardor for democracy such fawning 
deference is paid these days) the Party at its peak mustered 
75,000 members, with perhaps a million more who “supported 
some campaign,” whatever that may mean. It seems we must 
remind ourselves that the population of the United States is 
160 million. 


Numerical odds are likewise in our favor whether you probe 
the facts and figures on “infiltration” into our civil service, 
our trade unions, or our schools and colleges. As a teacher I 
have special interest in this last. Hunting for communists in 
schools and colleges, we have successfully undermined the 
morale of a key profession. Academic freedom is nowadays a 
wounded bird. And to what end have we done this? Has any- 
one produced a single child whose patriotism was affected by a 
communist teacher? Or a school teacher proved guilty of sub- 
versive teaching? No. Has anyone substantiated any patently 
clear and present danger here? Again, no. Dr. Dodd testified 
that “the peak of the communist strength among educators was 
about 1,500 members.” And this was five years ago! We have 
over 1,100,000 teachers in America. Odds greater than 1:700 
in our favor—and we run to cover! The consistent numerical 
weakness of the Communist Party in America is in itself re- 
or proof that ours is wretched soil for the sowing of 

seed. 


Ah, but, says Dr. Dodd, “the strength of an individual in 
the Communist Party is infinitely greater than the strength 
of any other single individual. You must not only count noses 
among Communists, but you must weigh the intensity with 
which they believe.” The insolence and insult of that claim has 
my gorge rising. Yet here, in very truth, is the nub of the 
whole matter. For the communist in America has nothing— 
but nothing—except ardent faith and indefatigable industry, 
combined with a low cunning, with which to further his dis- 
reputable case. 


Needed: Ardent Faith 


It follows therefore that the proper and only counter-measure 
required of us as citizens is a like ardent faith and a like 
indefatigable industry in the positive and vigorous pursuit of 
our own democratic goals. It is democracy’s advance, its visible, 
tangible achievements and the living (not merely verbal) 
exemplification of its principles that alone guarantee the com- 
munist’s retreat. Note, in the men who peddle fear and hate 
to you, their singular, consistent unconcern with social progress 
and the humane tradition. It is time we turned a deaf ear to 
them. We have work to do—and the world’s eyes are on us 
while we are at it—the very much unfinished business of 


democracy. 
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Queens Chapter News 








Nominations for General Committee 

The six members of the General Committee whose 
terms expire in May are Sheldon Ackley, James 
Bechtold, Alex Benson, Martha Kornblum, Benjamin 
Marcus, and Grace Raynor. A Nominating Committee, 
consisting of Frank Opton (chairman), Rosella Howe 
and Dwight Durling will consider the outgoing mem- 
bers as candidates for renomination and will be glad to 
receive and consider other suggestions. 

Additional nominations may be submitted by ten or 
more members, if sent to the Secretary (Alex Benson, 
164-02 33 Ave., Flushing 58) at least 30 days before 
the annual meeting, ie., shortly after April 1. Con- 
tinuing members of the General Committee are Dwight 
Durling, Rosella Howe, Frances Levenson, Howard W. 
Hintz, Dorothy Richardson, Eleanor Sickels, Arthur 
Bronstein, James Hutchinson, James R. Kreuzer, Frank 
Opton, Rudolph Rodgers and Beatrice Shainswit. 


Movies at Meeting 

“Latuko,” a film banned by the State Board of Regents, 
will be shown at the annual meeting in May at which 
censorshop of motion pictures will be discussed. Watch 
for further announcement. 

Members Push Attack on Comic Book Problem 

Largely through the efforts of Mrs. Rosella Howe, 
member of the General Committee, the Mother’s Club 
of P.S. 41 (Bayside) was made aware of the civil lib- 
erties issue in its campaign against objectionable comic 
books. At a public meeting February 16, “The Free- 
dom to Read,” a pamphlet issued by the American 
Library Association and the American Book Publishers 
Council, was distributed to the audience. Mrs. Howe 
presented the point of view of Frederick Wertham and 
the Committee for Decent Literature, as well as of 
Patrick Murphy Malin and the Chapter Chairman. 


Magistrate Alexander Del Giorno of Astoria recom-§/ 
mended parental supervision and the enlisting of volun-§' 
tary cooperation of newsdealers, but warned against 
censorship drives which endanger our constitutional 
liberties. The Chairman and other members have ex-§/ 
pressed approval of this constructive approach to the} | 
problem in letters to the Star Journal, the Press, and¥| 
the Bayside Times. 

On April 25 another public discussion of the same 
subject, co-sponsored by the Chapter, will be held at 
the Flushing Unitarian Church, under the chairmanship 
of Frank Opton, Chapter Vice-Chairman . 

Membership Drive Booming 

The Chapter welcomes the large number of new 
members, who total around 60 (including 11 transfers) | 
for the months of December and January. Let’s keep § 
on growing! 

—ELEANOR M. SICKELS, Chairman 
140-30 Sanford Avenue 
Flushing 55, N.Y. (FLushing 3-5325) 








Westchester Meetings 


BRIARCLIFF MANOR: Professor Charles Siepmann 
will be the speaker at a public meeting of the League 
of Women Voters on Thursday, March 25, at 8:30 
p.m., at Briarcliff High School. His subject will be 
academic freedom. 

—_—o— 


WHITE PLAINS: NYCLU Director George E. 
Rundquist will participate in a panel on civil liber- 
ties at a luncheon and conference of Westchester 
ADA chapters Saturday, March 27, at the Roger 
Smith Hotel. The panel, one of three afternoon ses- 
sions, will be chaired by Robert M. Stein of the 
NYCLU Board. Congressman Emanuel Celler will 
be the luncheon speaker. For further details and 
reservations write Fred Burke, 222 Center Avenue, 
New Rochelle. 
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